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The
Agri-Food
Chain
Coalition (AFCC) comprises
13 EU-level associations
from agricultural in-put
industries such as suppliers
of machinery (CEMA), seeds
(ESA), fertilizers (Fertilizers
Europe), crop protection
(ECPA), animal health (IFAHEurope), feed
(FEFAC),
specialty feed ingredients
(FEFANA), animal breeding
(EFFAB) and biotechnologybased products (EuropaBio),
the
agricultural
trade
(COCERAL and CELCAA), EU
farmers
(COPA-COGECA)
and European food and drink
manufacturing
sector
(FoodDrinkEurope).
Together, these industries
account for more than 30
million jobs and some
3.5% of the EU’s gross value
added.

Commissioner Vytenis Andriukaitis called for “all the stakeholders including
farmers to work together with you and play a vital role to advance the
promotion and understanding of science wherever possible,” at the
COCERAL/UNISTOCK Conference on ‘Innovation in the food chain:
Communicating risks, sharing experiences, seizing opportunities’, held in Poland
on 30 May.
Responding to this call, Agri-Food Chain Coalition (AFCC) Chair, Roxane Feller, said
that there are many innovative solutions available for both livestock and crop
production, and that the promotion of science is one of the key objectives under
the AFCC’s recommendations for better and smarter policy-making, outlined in
the Food for Thought vision paper.
Participants discussed Europe’s waning global position when it comes to scientific
research or the use of modern technology in plant or animal breeding, and the
effects this could have on Europe’s productivity and global competitiveness.
In his closing remarks the Commissioner stated, “Without innovation the EU has
no chance to meet UN Sustainable Development Goals.” As one of the principle
objectives of the AFCC is to ensure that technology and product authorisation
systems are science-based and innovation-friendly, this comment was met with
wide applause.
“Working together with farmers and other food chain stakeholders, the AFCC
strives to increase science and risk-benefit communication and education by
competent public authorities to improve public understanding of the safety of
assessed products. Our goal, when it comes to food, is to put science first and to
communicate the sustainability benefits of innovation in the food chain,” said
AFCC Chair, Roxane Feller.
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